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					Latest Updates

Officials review mock disaster from Fall 2007


 Channing Hindel
January 17, 2008


The Portage County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management held a meeting yesterday in the Student Center to discuss last September’s mock disaster at Kent State.

The exercise involved 44 agencies and more than 300 responders to a simulated terrorist bombing and release of chemical agent in a public area to evaluate the response time of emergency services in Portage County.

John Mason, assistant director for the Portage County Department of Homeland Security and Emergency Management, presented the After Action Report/Improvement Plan to members of city and county agencies.

Overall, the report seemed to be positive, but Mason didn’t see it as a test.


 



“This was a chance for us to see where we need to make improvements,” he said.

According to the report, one of the areas in need of improvement was in communication between the different agencies. It called for an interoperable communications plan in the event of a disaster.

In response to the recommendation, Tom Brizzola of the FBI provided a copy of Cuyahoga County’s Tactical Communications Plan to Mason, who jokingly said they would plagiarize.

A notable absence among the agencies was the Portage County Bomb Squad. It was previously engaged and unable to participate in the exercise.

The report contained an analysis of the 10 objective areas and the capabilities of the response teams for the exercise. Although there were communication issues, DuWayne Porter, Portage County Health Commissioner, thought the exercise showed the strengths of each of the agencies involved.

“These things are extremely important to us,” Porter said. “This was good to find out what everyone brought to the table.”

An analysis of the area hospitals showed they were capable of handling victims of a terrorist incident. The only area in which the represented agencies fell short of their objectives was in emergency medical services.

Jim Williams, Kent City Fire Chief attributed this to the fact that there were a few people in supervisory positions who were not used to being in those roles.

“When you’re not doing these things all the time, it’s easy to forget a few things here and there,” Williams said. “It was a good experience for us and shows us where we can improve.”

The exercise was part of FEMA’s National Planning Scenarios and the exercises are conducted throughout Ohio’s 88 counties every few years.

Contact public affairs reporter Channing Hindel at [email protected].


 




VIEW the report and the corrective action plan.
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            The Kent State women’s basketball team fell to t
            	                    [image: The Kent State women’s basketball team fell to the University of Notre Dame in the first round of the NCAA tournament Saturday, losing 81-68.   Redshirt senior guard Katie Shumate led the Flashes in scoring with 20 points, shooting 7-for-17 from the field and 2-for-6 from the free-throw line.  Freshman forward Janae Tyler finished with 18 points, shooting 8-for-11 from the field.  Read more at the link in our bio  📸 Brittany Lucia  📰 Kelsie Horner]
        
    



    
        
            The Kent State women’s basketball team enters th
            	                    [image: The Kent State women’s basketball team enters the NCAA Tournament as the No. 15 seed and will take on the No. 2 seed University of Notre Dame in the first round, tipping off at 2:15 p.m. in Purcell Pavilion.   The Flashes, led by redshirt senior guard Katie Shumate and junior forwards Jenna Batsch and Bridget Dunn, defeated Buffalo 78-60 in the Mid-American Conference championship to punch their ticket to the NCAA tournament.   The win was the first conference championship for coach Todd Starkey, as the Flashes earned a spot in March Madness for the first time since 2002.   Read more at the link in our bio.  📸 Jacob Shondel  📰 Kelsie Horner]
        
    



    
        
            Sixty percent of college students have experienced
            	                    [image: Sixty percent of college students have experienced burnout, according to a study done by the University of North Carolina at Charlotte.   The APA Dictionary of Psychology defines burnout as “Physical, emotional, or mental exhaustion accompanied by decreased motivation, lowered performance, and negative attitudes toward oneself and others.”  “I’ve dealt with burnout a lot my senior year,” Kylee Johnson, a senior public health major, said. “I just don’t feel like doing my work.”   Read more at the link in our bio.  📸 📰 Tanner Poe]
        
    



    
        
            Earlier this month, the Kent City Council voted on
            	                    [image: Earlier this month, the Kent City Council voted on a proposed extension to the hike and bike trail that will cover areas ranging from Longcoy Elementary to Roosevelt High School. The vote was unanimous, officially giving the green light for the project.   City engineer Jim Bowling said the current hike and bike trail has had a big impact on the community.  “The trails improve the quality of life of residents, but it’s also the idea of walkability and bikeability that creates a more sustainable community,” he said.   Read more at the link in our bio.  📸 Matthew Brown  📰 Lauren Vaughn]
        
    



    
        
            Fifteen months after it was announced that the Col
            	                    [image: Fifteen months after it was announced that the College Football Playoff will expand to 12 teams in 2024, the NCAA is nearing an agreement it will expand once again to 14 teams.  The NCAA, CFP board and conference commissioners couldn’t even wait to play the first 12-team playoff before deciding to expand again, just to stuff their pockets a little more.  From 1869, when the first college football game was played, through the 1997 season, there were no playoffs and no national championship games. The teams played out their seasons, and whoever was deemed to be the best team at the end of the season was crowned the national champion.   Read more at the link in our bio.  📰 Demetri Manousos]
        
    



    
        
            Title IX was created in 1972, and it protects peop
            	                    [image: Title IX was created in 1972, and it protects people from discrimination based on sex in education programs and activities.   Title IX requires that every educational institution have a Title IX Compliance Coordinator. Although Title IX has been around for 50 years, many students are still unaware of it.   Every syllabus for classes at the university has a section that discloses the information about Title IX. The university also takes discrimination and harassment seriously.  Read more at the link in our bio.  🎨 📰 Emilee Cardani]
        
    



    
        
            The Kent State University Casino Management class,
            	                    [image: The Kent State University Casino Management class, taught by Rob Heiman and Carl LoPresti, went on a field trip to Las Vegas from March 3 to March 7! Heiman and LoPresti take their classes on this trip every year and are very grateful to have a multitude of contacts out in Las Vegas who open their doors and are incredibly hospitable to their classes.  The class toured multiple establishments including the Bellagio, Caesar’s Palace, Luxor, the Wynn, the Palms, and Allegiant Stadium. The students were able to learn more about the casino industry, meet the professionals working at the casinos and grow their networks, and got behind-the-scenes tours and information!  The students learned about how each casino works and had a blast exploring the city that never sleeps in their down time which included seeing “Cirque du Soleil: Beatles Love.” The class was also able to connect with Kent State Hospitality Program alum Taylor Goodyear, who has her own company, Social Exchange Group, located in Las Vegas. Her company worked with Rob & Carl in planning an alumni event at their studio and scheduled a group dinner for the class at Flight Club.  Read more at the link in our bio.   📸📰 Audra Liniger  #ksustudentmedia]
        
    



    
        
            On May 4, 1970, four Kent State students lost thei
            	                    [image: On May 4, 1970, four Kent State students lost their lives and nine were injured after being shot by the Ohio National Guard during a protest against the Vietnam War.   May 4 awareness, rooted in and established by decades of student activism, now stands as a flourishing and dynamic legacy that is celebrated and honored in the present day.  “There might not be a May 4 commemoration or the ongoing 50 years plus of May 4 education without students at Kent State,” Roseann “Chic” Canfora, a journalism professor and eyewitness to the shootings, said.   Read more at the link in our bio.   📸 Angie Bowman  📰 Parker Gorman  #ksustudentmedia]
        
    



    
        
            Cartoonist reflects May 4 through power of art 

C
            	                    [image: Cartoonist reflects May 4 through power of art   Cartoonist and illustrator Chuck Ayers reflected on his experiences while being on campus during the events of May 4, 1970, and how his cartoons allowed him to reflect on those events during the opening of a new exhibit in the May 4 Visitors Center.  Read more at the link in our bio    🎥 Tyler Schlosser   #ksustudentmedia]
        
    



    
        
            Cartoonist and illustrator Chuck Ayers reflected o
            	                    [image: Cartoonist and illustrator Chuck Ayers reflected on his experiences while being on campus during the events of May 4, 1970, and how his cartoons allowed him to reflect on those events during the opening of a new exhibit in the May 4 Visitors Center.  In celebration of the opening of the exhibit, “Graphic Content: Cartoons of May 4,” an exhibit displaying Ayers and fellow artists Derf Backderf and Katherine Wirick’s May 4 centered artworks, the May 4 Visitors Center invited Ayers to speak during the Opening Dialogue.  During his time at the university, Ayers said his graphic design major prompted him to be near Taylor Hall on May 4 as he wanted to take a few pictures for his photojournalism course.  Read more here https://buff.ly/3TqPimR   📰 Adriana Gasiewski and Tyler Schlosser  📸 Cadie Pierce  #ksustudentmedia]
        
    



    
        
            Most young women are familiar with the “clean gi
            	                    [image: Most young women are familiar with the “clean girl” aesthetic: slicked-back hair, minimal makeup, dewy skin and simple clothing. It’s just one among various aesthetics, including grunge, cottage-core or even mob wife.   In actuality, most women do not fully embody their aesthetic. Those who love the “clean girl” aesthetic do not have perpetually dewy skin or lead minimalist lives. It’s an image disconnected from reality.   Categorizing women is not new; unsurprisingly, it’s deeply rooted in misogyny. In many forms of media, each female character has one defining characteristic that rarely overlaps with other women in the same story.   Read more at the link in our bio   📰Grace Claxon 📸 Samantha Feldhak  #ksustudentmedia]
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[image: In the Prentice Hall parking lot holds the spots where Allison Krause, Jeffrey Miller, Sandra Scheuer and William Schroeder lost their lives. A vigil has been set in remembrance of them on May 4, 2023.]
OPINION: Kyle Rittenhouse’s presence on campus desecrates the memories of those who perished on May 4
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[image: Senior Katie Shumate shooting a free throw against the University of Notre Dame on March 23, 2024.]
Women’s basketball suffers NCAA Tournament loss to Notre Dame
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[image: Following its collapse in November, the elevator in 345 Flats remains out of service.]
345 Flats elevator collapse under investigation





				
				


								

			

				



		
Today’s Events

	All day – Teal Tuesdays
	2:00 pm – 5:00 pm – Family Friendly Study Hours
	2:20 pm – 4:00 pm – SPCS Spring '24 Colloquium Series
	5:00 pm – 7:00 pm – Student Employee Awards Celebration
	6:00 pm – 7:00 pm – Baseball vs. Pitt
	8:30 pm – 9:30 pm – Double Down Tuesdays Glow Spin Series




			
	
					
									[image: Advertisement]
							

								

		


		
		
	
		

Navigate Left




Navigate Right




	[image: QUIZ: Which flower are you?]QUIZ: Which flower are you?
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	[image: A recap of the Kent 2024 total solar eclipse]
Kent Eclipse
A recap of the Kent 2024 total solar eclipse

	[image: Laser light show comes to Kent]
Kent Eclipse
Laser light show comes to Kent

	[image: Best of Kent 2024: A look at the best eats in Kent]
Best of Kent 2024
Best of Kent 2024: A look at the best eats in Kent

	[image: Head Coach Jeff Duncan addresses the Kent baseball team after winning against East Michigan on April 7, 2024.]
Baseball
Offense explodes, comeback falls short for baseball in series win

	[image: KentWired Illustration by Gabby Lutz]
Latest Updates
OPINION: ‘BookTok’: Why it matters

	[image: Friends sit together to watch totality during the solar eclipse April 8, 2024. ]
Gallery
PHOTO GALLERY: Community views eclipse across Kent

	[image: A wall art of wings is located between the Student Center and the M.A.C.C. on Kent State’s campus.]
Latest Updates
‘Her Week’ celebrates 10th anniversary of Her Campus at Kent State

	[image: The solar eclipse achieves totality over Kent at 3:15 p.m. on April 8, 2024.]
Gallery
PHOTO GALLERY: Solar eclipse dims sky over Kent

	[image: TV2 anchors react to total solar eclipse]
Kent Eclipse
TV2 anchors react to total solar eclipse

	[image: A couple stands together during the totality of the solar eclipse on April 8, 2024.]
Kent Eclipse
Darkness descends on campus during total solar eclipse
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